
Arthur Meets The President


[image: image1]
Unit Study Guide 

Arthur Meets The President Unit Study Guide


In Arthur Meets The President, Arthur writes an essay on How To Make America Great, and it’s selected as the winner. His prize is to visit the president, where he is required to recite his speech. The book is full of many famous places within Washington D.C.. It also has a smattering of presidents and tidbits listed about them throughout.


What a great way to kick off a study about presidents, and to introduce historical places within our Nation’s capital.  Below are suggested lesson ideas, websites to visit, and other additional resources. 


Please note that while using the actual book would give you a bigger reference guide, you don’t not need to own the book to enjoy the following unit study. You can actually read, and see the pictures, of this Arthur book online at the following site: Arthur Meets The President. This is a free service, but some of the book visuals will be lost. Not to fear, it’s still a great way to experience the book!


The following unit study guide was written for use with my own children, and I’m opting to share it with anyone interested. I wrote it as a week long unit study to help us kick off a year long (or more) study of American Presidents. This simply means that you will not find a long study here with information on all 44 US presidents. 


Rather, we kicked off our study introducing Washington, D.C. and the job of an American President. We will then study one or two presidents a month using a notebooking page for each one as we go along. I have, however, included resources if you wish to use them that will go with a study about presidents. 

Enjoy your journey!
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Social Studies:

Arthur is visiting Washington, D.C and about to see many of our National landmarks located within this cities boundaries. Below is a small list of the various landmarks that Arthur’s class goes to see:

· Jefferson Memorial
· Capitol (Congress)
· White House (Rose Garden)
· National Museum Of Natural History
· Washington Monument
Look each of these places up and read about them, allowing your child to either write a bit themselves or dictate back to you what they find most important about each one.

You could even print out a map of D.C. and then mark each of these items on the map to see which route Arthur and his class took. Use terms like, north, south, west and east.

Siblings:

In this book D.W. comes off a bit pesky, as normal. Yet, despite her rougher side, she is truly looking out for her brother in her attempt at the end to help him remember his speech in it’s entirety. This makes for a great discussion on how to treat our siblings.
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Language Arts:
While we know that Arthur’s class was asked to write an essay on “How I can Help Make America Great” we don’t actually know exactly what Arthur wrote. We only get a few glimpses into his essay. Does your student have an opinion on how they could help make America (or their country) great?

You could encourage them with engaging questions like:

· Is there a rule you’d make?
· Do you feel the rules in place are right?
· Is our President doing a good job?
· What would God say/think about how things are going?
· Are things better or worse from the way our founding father’s started out?
· What simple things do you do around the house that help our home run more smoothly, would it work for your country?
· What’s something that makes people happy?
Let your student write a letter to the President as well (See Resources for address)

Vocabulary Words:
essay, conclusion, ceremony
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Art:
Artist:
Marc Brown teaches you how to draw Arthur. Give it a try and see how you do. You can also learn more about Marc Brown if you, or your student is interested, and add him to your timeline.

Facial/Body Expressions:
All of the characters within the book are loaded with expression. Did you notice the look on Buster’s face at having to write an essay? Or how about Arthur while he’s deep in thought over his essay. You can practically hear Prunella shouting after her quick recovery, or how about Mr Ratburn’s excitement over Arthur winning the essay contest?

Your student might have fun acting these expressions out, or attempt to draw a few faces with simple expressions. Such as wide eyes and mouths shaped like an o to express shock. 
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Math:
On the 3rd page in the story there’s a chalkboard with the first 5 presidents listed (as well as a trivia question). Let your student figure out how long each president served for. Discuss how long a Presidential Term is, and then let your student decide if the presidents listed served more then one term.

On Monday Francine was excited because she thought they’d have no homework for three days. What day of the week will it be in three days? Does your student know the days of the week? What day of the week did they leave for Washington D.C. on? 

The class learned that there are 898 steps to the top of the Monument. You could use the number for a variety of activities. Does your student know the place value of each digit used to create the number? Or how about this fun math project: Count how many stairs you have in your home. How long does it take you to climb them? Now, do the math to figure out how long it would take you to climb 898 stairs. Does your student now understand why D.W wanted to take the elevator?

The White House has 132 rooms in it. How many rooms does your home have? How many more rooms does the White house have compared to your home? 

Arthur is reading a book entitled How To Memorize Anything in 5 minutes. If your student is all ready aware of how many seconds are in a minute, let him figure out how many seconds are in 5 minutes. 
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Science:

In the beginning of the book you get a glimpse into Arthur’s classroom. On a shelf behind Muffy and Brain are three plants growing. Your student might have fun planting an avocado stone, which takes patience to get going before putting it in dirt. Later on in the book when they hear that Arthur has won, you see the plants again and how they’ve grown over a few weeks. Your student might have fun graphing the growth of their own plant, or simply drawing weekly sketches for a nature journal.

There is also mention of the Rose Garden. Is there a Rose Garden in your area you could tour and allow your student to either sketch or photograph a few of their favorite roses? Sometimes there are people there tending the roses, and they are more then willing to tell you anything you’d like to know about the roses. Sometimes, they even give away the roses they clip off the bushes.
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History:

George Washington, Samuel Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, & James Monroe are all listed on the blackboard on the second page of the book.

You could study all or one of these historical figures. Allow your child to build a Presidential Notebook or Lapbook for each president studied. (See Resources for links) Collecting pictures, historical information, and other goodies that are relevant along the way. 

Let your student note when Washington’s Birthday, Lincoln’s Birthday and when President’s Day are all celebrated. While these holidays may have all ready passed, your student may have a new found respect for them when they reappear next year. Perhaps they’ll even enjoy having a President Party and asking guests to dress up as their favorite president. 

Your student could also take the time to start collecting odd facts, or little known facts, to compile their own Presidential Trivia. Some fun facts to get them started might be:

· Which President didn’t live in the white house?
· Which Two presidents were Father & Son?
· Which President had the longest term?
· Which President had the shortest term?
· Which president had to have a special bathtub installed?
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Additional Resources

Please preview all internet sites first!

Arthur Resources:

Arthur Games
Arthur Masks (for acting out the various emotions in the book)

How To Draw Arthur
Marc Brown Info
Social Studies:

White House
Virtual Tour of White House & Another Virtual Tour
Jefferson Memorial (Includes phone number & address to write for

Washington Monument more information)

Capitol (Virtual Tour)

Congress For Kids
Washington D.C. Info
More Washington D.C. Info
National Museum Of Natural History  

This is the same Museum features in Night At The Museum, your student might enjoy watching the film for a tour of the museum. There’s even a president (or two) in the movie.

The Book N Is for our Nations Capitol is an excellent recourse for exploring Washington D.C. through picture. 
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Additional Resources 

Language Arts:
Your student may not be aware, but they can write to the President of the United States and they will get a reply. It may not be a personal heart to heart letter, but they will indeed get a reply. If your student has never written a formal letter this might be an excellent opportunity to do so.  The address for mailing is below:

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20500
History/President:
George Washington/Mt Vernon
All 44 Presidents Bios Via The White House
John Adams
Thomas Jefferson/Monticello
Presidents Songs
Presidents Song Video
President Info (this only goes up to George W. Bush)

More President Info (Goes up to Barack & has a poster link)

President Coloring Pages (all 43)

Fun Fact Coloring Pages (cartoonish, but great for little ones)

Presidential Seal Coloring Page
Presidential Cookie Recipes (similar to the expensive cookbook)

White House Page For Kids
D.W. Goes To Washington (This episode is also on video & shows a cartoon tour of the White House. Part 1 -- Part 2)
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Additional Resources

Lapbooks/Notebooks:

Presidental Lapbook (Covers all Presidents)

President Lapbook (Hands Of A Child)

President Notebooking Pages (1-10, 11-20, 21-30, 31-40, 41-44)

Arthur Meets The President Lapbook 

Free Washington D.C. Lapbook (works for multiple states)

Another Free Washington D.C. Lapbook (works for any state)

Washington D.C. Lapbook (Hands of A Child)

Crafts:

Capitol Hill Paper Craft
White House Paper Craft
President Crafts
Books:

Arthur Meets The President by Marc Brown
So You Want to Be President by Judith St George

The Look It Up Book Of Presidents by Wyatt Blassingame

Simply Presidential available from Kreative Simplicity
Bible Verses:

Proverbs 20:1; Psalms 119:46; Proverbs 22:29


[image: image11]

[image: image12.jpg]


[image: image13.png]


[image: image14.png]


[image: image15.jpg]


[image: image16.jpg]


[image: image17.png]


[image: image18.jpg]


[image: image19.png]


[image: image20.png]


[image: image21.png]


[image: image22.jpg]


