Christmas
Bag Crafts
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We [life to (eep our children's aldention on 3/‘\//‘/73 rather then 3efz‘/n\9
detring the Christmas season. So /ast year we decided Zo start
ancther tradition. te dubbed thesr Christmas Craf? Bags. tach
morning the boys would race downstars and cpen the daily advent
pouch, they o patiently sit Chrough our Jesse 7ree devotional and

hang Lhe ornaments on the guilt, and then they'd break into 2heir
craft bags!

The craft bags were filled with supplies for them to put togeter a
craft each day. Sometimes it was only parts of the craft and other
Cimes 1t was eVeryz‘h/ng ey needed. We also ke 2o ,éeep our focus
on Jesus c///(/*/ng C¢he CAristmas sSeason, and so many of owur crafts
were based on that.

Because T was asked several dif¥eresnt times, I ve opted Co put all
Che crafts we did 2ogether, with links. AZ the end of the Christras
Season we Cucked acoay the crafts we d et 3/\/317 acoay 11to a
notebook So we could view them aga/n and aga/n, We hope you enjoy
making your own Special memories during 2he Christmas Season!

As Weways, please Feel free to dowonload and print this ebook, but
please don ¢ sell it or post it directhy on your 5/03, website,
facebook or twitter account. Kather we at the Aussie Purpkin
Padch woeld be 3/‘4&9/21/ i you d link back to ws For a’own/oaa//hg
purposes. wWe hope you understand..

Aussie p&(/)?p,é/‘h Patch
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Christmas Bads

Assembling yoir own bags is guite simple:

. Ced 2 pieces of fabric (we wused Christmas patterns) to 7.5 x
$.s5 Z.éy /‘119/7% Sides Z‘oﬂei/]e/‘ and Seco arowund ChHree Sides of Zhe
maderial. 7Tern r{g/;f Side owt. (See ffgare D)

. The side you did not sew will be the top of your 5&3. Fold docwn
/4 inch and seco dowon, CArs eorl/ ,éeep Che Lop of your éag £ror
anrcz\/e.//ng. You can Zern it down teoice i you prefer. I/-on/ng Zhe
Folded down Section will make it easier o Seco.

. Cut a reQSOnaé/y /engi/? of” dracwstring cord, knot each end. Use
¢his Zo Zie your Aag closed. I didn't make a casing Zo Slip Lhem in,
bet rather Filled 2he 5@3, and crapped the rope arowund the neck of
Che bag and tied closed.

4. Make or purchase wooden or paper tags to number your craft
éagS enith. I numbered rine \=2, ith one éag per child for each
of those numbers. TH'S rakes it easier for each child to locate
2helr ocwon craf éag, 2 also helps you From forgetding which
craft 15 in which éag.

Don't Sew 2Hhis end.

F{gare |




Christmas Cralts

1. Cowuntdorwon Calendars —— even f/)oag/y we had 2 oays o cowunt

docon the days, the boys still found time to ask constantly hoeo
many days wunti/ CAristmas. So owur #irst craf? was for each of
therm o asserble their own count dowwn calendar. 777ey each made
Cheir own & found all the pieces in Cheir 56235 : Older child, Yoanger

Children. Nete: for sy younger child I had the stars all cud owt. All he had
Zo do was assemble the chan. For the olders, I snpped of ¥ the activity
before putting it into s craft 5@3 as I didn? intend 2o do those particular
activities each day .

2. 4/73@/ Craf?d —— e read abouwtd Gabrie! and starded //SZ‘en/ng Zo the
12 vorces of Christmas. Then ce made cznge/\s Zo represent funr. This

Cime Che 505/5 Found e\/e/}/c‘/ﬂng except the markers in 2herr 5435 .
4/733/ Tdeq.

3. £IF Skitt/es —= we had everyChing cut Co size and put everyl/nng in
Che boys bags. I also made the hat's wp before hand, and shou/d
have Aot 3/aed Zherr on, as I didnt feel confident /efz‘/ng Y kids
USe a hot 3/&(»3 geétn. 777&}/, Aoeoever, pz‘c,éec/ out Cthelr own pant, and

did ZAhe /oa/‘nffng. I provided 3 éeanéng per child made Fronrt
CArSTEmas Fabrics. Note: I made an extra set of these rujselt and gave
Cher o a little one for Christmas. They tere a huge Ait. I wused 2he end of
1y paint brash Chandle) o make some of the eles have an open mouth of
shock at ée/ng knocked dowon.

4. Paper N atvity Set —— We own (2% naZ‘/‘\//‘fy Sets, but e a/ways

e@'oy cza/a//ng Zo therr. THS one was Zerrific 2o Store in their Aagé
So Z‘/hey could set it Up. 777ey 5/08/75 mary Ahours p/ay/ng with i
and acz‘/ng out the story, in many wa/s..
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s. Candy Cane Craft —- We coatched The Legena/ OF The Candy Care

and 2hen proceeded Zo make our owon candy canes For 3/\///73 acoay

and /7an3/n3 on our Cree. You cowld also make candy cane cookies
i yvou wanted and de/iver ¢hem Zo ne{g/?éo)‘S , oF S/M/D/y copy the

candy cane poer onto /itt/e Zags and Zie 2hert on candy canes Zo

deliver to Friends and farvly.

G- ﬂ)rc;ppea/ Presents & Door Y/ﬁmgeré —— T ve Zo/d %Y children all
Cheir lives that God qave them o me, and I prajed for them before
Chey were born. I also wanted Cher Lo understand hoeo important
Faruly 15, and whad a Crue gt From God it /s. So, on this day
Zhey found a GIANT bow in each of their AagS. We then corapped
bedroonr doors. My children toere Zoo young Zo be able Zo wrap

Cheir parents bedroor door alone, so one parest helped ¢her corap
that door, and the other parent helped the other chuld crap ¢heir
own bedroom door. te lef? them wp and " unorapped” ¢hes on
Christmas Day. We a/so rmade cute [itt/e door hangers for Che
Season, which cowuld a/so be 5/\/817 acoay Co Ffriends. Note: On the

children 's door Zhe z‘ag read: 7o Mommy & Daa/c/y Fron: éod)' On owr door it
Sard: 7o Morﬁan & J-ayc/en Frony: (7od

7. Make Fireless Candles —— I put the supplies in each child s 543,
but I also put a real candle in there. te Kept Che real candles on
the Zable, and the fireless candles on the Fireplace. AZ each meal
we /it 2he real candles o remind us of the Light OF The tor/d.

Notes: e wused those instructions For ma,é/ng our candles, but cwrote
“Jeswus Is 7T hre Z./S/?Z‘ OF 7 he A)or/o/“ on ouUrs. We didn ‘Z‘ Aid Yreads inside

owrs. I wsed a /9/@55/6 y ) Zissue paper ) o/‘anﬁe ard ye//oa.) Zo Fornr owr

Flares.

s. CAhristmas T rees ——= We fa/,éeo/ about hoeo CAFHSEmas Crees are
ir/anga/ar ) 5/7@?3. We resynded the children of Zhe Z‘/‘/An/‘fy. 7 hen
e discussed how one cowld wuse a Christras tree to tell other's

abowt Jesws. Then coe 5/‘&55&0/ Up sSome old Magaz/‘ne\s arnd set Zo

a)ol‘,é Md,éfhg our trees! Notes: The younger one had more Fun a)aZ‘C/ﬁng
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Zhen ma@nﬁ on CHS craft. We also Found that 7O 3000/ Sized majaz/ne\s per
Zree was ruch »ore nead and e cowld set therr on the cownter and Zhey

looked life £ull trees rather Zhen p/ac/nﬁ Zhem aga/nsi a eall.

. 3-D Stars —— e /M(nﬁ these Fronr Zhe Ce///nﬁ in the //\//ng roorn o

restind ws of the star the wise men followed. T was a/so Fun Zo
go owutside and look at the stars we could See and o realize ¢hat
even Che 5/*{3/7%855 star in our sky doesn Z Compare o the one Lhey
rmost likely sao. e also popped a few of these alop our
Christmas rees From yesterdas s craf?.

. Jeswus Name —= 2his craft was simple, bed messy. The boys

Found 5//2‘(&/- and 3/&(& in their AagS and were persrutied o decorate
Zhe papers I gave Zhern anyeoay z‘hey wanted. then Zhey were done
e 3/&(&0’ Zheir papers to colored card stock and /74(/75 Zherr on Che

wall. Notes: Older children may pre/'er this craft. T ‘s one T /]ope Zo
iacé/e 5/71‘5 year, and coul/d Ae done one of Mdhy a)Q/S . Lez‘ yoar older C/[/‘/a/ ée

as credive or Sl'Mp/e as Z‘/wey wisSh and wse 17 as a 3ar/ano/ arowund your home!

. A/az‘/w'z‘y Craf?t —— e //‘(e Zo add o our /\/CZZ‘/\//fy Sets each vedar, and

Z /ove waz(ch/ng the Kids p/ay with Sorme of thesm too. There are
So many different ways you can rmcke Cher. Here are 2hree
options For: Littlest Ones, Litt/e Ones, B/;cj Ores.

 Hand Print Sheep —— I fnow a Few Grandmas & Aunties who love

3ez‘f/‘n\9 handprint /footprint crafts For amy occasion. These coork
wona'e/-rﬂa//y well for such a 5/‘1(32(. We have each child Ma,ée one
for each reladive we choosSe o 3/\/e one too. We Ve also donre
these on SHhirds before and 5/\/&/7 Chose acoay. Notes: e traced eac/
child's hand onto black craf? foar. Punch a hole a the base of Zhe palr
For hanging this up, it cill be harder 2o do once the cotton balls are
atached! Then they covered the hand woith glue (wuse glee sticks for easier
clean-up) and stuck cotton balls all over it. We cut strips of red ribdbon Zo
lie a bow around the neck, tiny bells work too.
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13. MEM Craft —— The boys Found /itt/e tags cwith Chis poer on it
and small 5@55 of M&M's o gVe aay Lo Friends and Faruly.
4nyone Chey cwarted. We attached the poem to the 543 of MEM's
with a bit of Cape, but you could also pour the candies into a

Adﬁ, JQ/‘, etc and attach the poent eoith a ribbon. Note: You could
also do a” cookie rux in a jar as 3//’55 and wuse MEM's in Zhe rix.
Then attach the poer o the inSide of he tag and change candies

2o cookies.

1y). Scented Ornaments —— Ever Since owr eldest encowuntered Als £irst

Christmas we ve been Ma,é/ng these ornaments. bach year I Zrace
2he kids hands on white card stock. Then we rake Zhe dough (one
batch For the hands, and one batch +or the kids) T give Zhe bids
cookie cutters and let Chem have ad iZ. I Lake Che hardprints and
Crace around it with a knte. I let them poke a straww through it
Zo make a hole for the ribbon we ll atdach once it's dry. Not only
have these marked Che vears with the Kids handprinds, but 2hey
smell fantastic year after year too! We a/so use these as
decorations on /aCfageS For reladives. 7The ornaments 2he 505/5

make are /74073 arowund the house, on the ree, and,/or gven away .
Notes: Yomemade applesauce works £ine in these. T Ve never had a problem
ewith that. White 3/4(@ 5 not C/ag, For those of yout in Awustralia. I have
Foind thite Glue ( p\/C) & ChickenFeed & Kmard (Mr /V/ag/a& As long as it
says White Glue or /e glue you should be Fine. You could also Zry maé/ng
Cherm cith homerade glue, bet I pust be honest and say T Ve never done
that. I your orraments break (coe ma! Some of these ouwd) they are easily
£ixed cwith a dab of white 3/ae.

5. 4n3e/ Craft 43@)7 —— 2his isnt the same craf?. We made tHhis one
after c//SCL(SS/‘nﬂ hoeo Che ange/ visited Zacharias, Mary, \7053/9/7,

Che Shepherds, elc. wWe printed out the paper and Chen Che AoyS
Found pant, glue, & feathers in Cheir 55255. They had a blast M@@‘nﬂ
Zheir @33/5.
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6. CAristrias 5/70/);073 -— 2o continue o foster Che want Zo give we

gave Cherm the shopping ads for the week and /et Chern browwose
Z‘/?foag/’l it o see whad they d /ike 2o 5ez‘ for each other. 7778y
coere given a éaa/gef and had to work within it. Then, on the 3/\/»3/7
day they Found a cloth shopping éag and a roll of tape in heir
craf 5435 . We split wp and ook each child ouwt 2o p/‘c,é ouw
Somet/ing Ffor the other. They also picked out Someting for
Mom & Dad. te fud ther in our cloth bags and came home For
lunch. Afer lunch each child was set up in a different room
cith eorapping paper, tape, and scissors left o wrap Cheir presest.
They had so ruech Fun doing it all on their owon and Sz‘/‘c(/ng Zher
Under the CAristrmas Cree.

1Z. Yomemade Christmas Cards —— while our f’d/)’//‘/y does an annual

19.

Christmas letter T £illed each child's Aag eoith pre—Folded red &
green cards, Christmas stickers, 3/4(8 ) g//fie/‘, etc. I /et /e
choose who they cwished to send a card Zo and /et 2herr decorate
acocy. We then addressed the emelopes and calked 2o our post
office o rmal Lher (Kemenriber it's swummer here in December!) te

Stopped for a Jé(/Ce a the Aa,éery on Che way horme.

—= in Australia we life Yo wuse crackers after
our Christmas meal. TE's #un to See cwhdd silly lite/e Yrinket is
hidden inside. Tt's also a tradition for our farily o put on silly
tissue paper crowns and ake a Funny photo. You can rake your
owon wwith a k2, or ewith a Fe ¢hings From around the house.
Notes: Traditional Crackers have a Jo(e y LiSSue paper Crown, and a
Small Crinket inside. te like 2o éé(y small chocolales as our
Crinkets For the homemade ones. We also pop a sticker and a b2
of’ confel?i inside Che homemade ones.

Paper éz‘nﬁergreaa/ Boys —— each Faruly member was given a broeon

paper 3/‘ngeréreao/ Aoy arnd e decorated thesm as we Saww £1¢. We all
chose to wuse oi/ crayons, but PO PorMmS, Yarn, /‘/‘,é -ra,é, Si/‘c,éerS )
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etc would all be Fun to decorate therr with. We Zaped ours
Zogether (after Zrying staples) and stuffed them coith paper. 7o
make it a 3ar/ana/, ren cord/rope/yvarn C¢hrough each 3//‘738/‘5/‘8620/ éoy
before Sed//‘ng Shut. Neotes: Originally ruy idea had been to riake therr Fron
cloth like felt, and have the kids stitch (by hand) arowund the outside of ¢heir
gingerbread boys. e ended wp wusing paper last year, but may do cloth this
vear. These could be gVen acoay or Kept depending on your child 's desires. IF
you include a ribbon at the top of it's head you could hanqg it wp. A Feeo

cloves oF a cinnaron STck Secwn inside could make it smell nice too!

20. Pepperrunt Plajdough —— Zhe boys found ingredients #or Ma(/ng

2l.

22.

Chis. I let herr each pour parts of whdd we needed in the pan. I
cooked i, and /et Zherr help knead the cO/or/hg in. Then Chey played
acoay coith it. Notes: I preter ¢his p/ca/c/oaﬁh recipe as I ve never

had a probles coith iZ. You could simply add a 6t of peppernrint
oil/extract o it. You cowuld a/so make extras of this 2o 3/\/3 acoay
For CAristmas.

CAhAristmas \////aﬁe —— 2AIs one is ?a/ﬁe Simple and children can
decorate ¢her anyeoay Z‘hey like. Older children /)7/:9/75 prefer Ma,é/ng
/s one.

—= while we dont do Santa and Keindeers here,
these cookies were cite, and could a/so be referred o as Moose
cookies. At the sare tinre, 1y children knoeo the rth of Santa

and f/)ey re cz/a)czy\f wp for a Cookie. Netes: You can wuse a red MEM
candy £ you d radher For the nose.

23. Birthday Pardy —- because our rapily wusually spends Christmas

day cith reladives, we like to have our own’ private " Christmas on
Christmas eve. thich means that on the 23rd the kids wuswually
decorate the house for a A/‘)‘Z‘/k/ay pardy. They wse balloons, the
birthday banner, the party cloth, etc. 4/7}/5/7/‘/73 Chdl e woulld
normally wse for a birthday party. wetes: Often Christian stores il
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sell Natvity balloons, and sormetimes even ones that say %@pp}/ Birthday Jesus
on them. They are acofully fun for this special birdhday pardy.

24. Birdhday Cake == Zraditionally we have cinnamon rolls For
breaktast on Christmas POrning. We Stick a candle in each of Lhe
boys rolls and coe all Sing Wappy Birthday to Jesus before they
blow owt the candles. Then coe dig in and epjoy then. We save Zhe
ice cream for Christ»as c{ay./

25. Merry Christmas! The boys didn't have a craf? bag this day,
instead we spent the day coith Farnly. You couwld have Fun and

perform a shadow puppet show of the /\/az‘/t//z(y Z‘/704(3/7..
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2. Altr )/ ocoeo .enc/*}anfeo//earn/ng cor/crafts/keoanza/candles/

§. Mtep:/ /leerills Lypepad.com Just_Like_martha/200%/1/a-
recycled—c Aristmas —tree—by i/l fér/
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